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It is nearing the end of my first school year at Tunghai Elementary and there is so much that has transpired for me to reflect on. | wouldn't be totally
forthcoming if | didn’t thank the numerous faculty and staff that have helped to mold and influence my teaching style this year.
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When the school year first started, everything was a fresh clean slate. | saw it as a time to break out new ideas and put a fresh spin on things. However, |
came to realize that when teaching a dynamic group of individuals at this school, things can come across more challenging than expected. | admit that in the
beginning, | underestimated the abilities and personalities of my students. In turn | found myself making adjustments to classroom configurations, seating
charts, point systems, and activities throughout the year. After stopping and speaking with numerous colleagues | began to finesse my teaching model and
integrated a key resource that if utilized effectively can have a great impact.
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The resource | began using is “Class Dojo” — a classroom communication app used to share reports between parents and teachers. Teachers track
student behavior and upload photos or videos. The gamification style system teaches developmental skills through real-time feedback.
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I have found this to be a very integrative system that | plan to build upon and make it a mainstay in my classroom. As technology is ever expanding and
curiosity amongst students is ever growing, the ability to collaborate inside and outside the classroom is essential.
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With that being said, | don’t feel like any one teacher has all the answers. The collaboration of ideas, the integration of key technological resources, and
an engaging curriculum are what | feel will allow teachers to improve the overall education of students. | am glad to be a part of a school that fosters all of
these great qualities.
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