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~ COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH TO SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNING
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Multilingualism is the natural way of living for hundreds of millions of people all over the world. There is no such thing as a monolingual country

anymore. Second language teaching has undergone many shifts over the years. One of the latest approaches used to teach a second language in the
communicative approached developed from the work done by Hymes (1972), Firchian and Halliday.
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When teaching a second language, it is important for the learner to feel the need to make themselves understood in the language. If there is a need,
the learner will be compelled to act upon it. The aim of the communicative approach is essentially getting the learners to communicate either non-verbally
or verbally to make themselves understood. Non-verbal communication may be pointing to a pair of scissors in art class and verbal communication would
be either uttering ‘scissors’, ‘scissors please’ or ‘May | use the scissors, please’. In this case, both types of communication were purposeful. Both
(probably) resulted in the learner getting a pair of scissors and their communication was related to the content. It is normal for the learner to be silent for a
period of time while they observe the lessons so non-verbal communication is important to help the learner feel included and interested.

TE_SEEYPEL ) BREEECREZIRBIEEESH 18R » FREER - IRGEE » PESSEENSBRITE » 1 NEERHEE 1
B » A8 LR EEREEEELSHEUESENOTVEITON  AERBECSLUER - IESENRAIIT EEMERMN R » FTEEEa—IE8/]) » mS:3E
FHRAAAIESR : T8y ~ TEIRMEIR) U2 MEoLUEAEIE?) - AEEER T MESREZEEREN - mE () HERPBSILUE
B—EEL)] » M BPIRIASAERBIEAS SEEARTN - Bt » TESF B L SRETERSHES —RESFEIRCHET SR 2EILEERN » FEESH
TRE R EBRZEIREE BEES iRt 2B ER R SR -

Another vital communication skill is listening comprehension. When asking a learner ‘What color crayon are you going to use to color the dress?’, if
the learner responds using verbal utterances “blue” or non-verbal cues (points to the blue), both show that the learner has understood the questionand
was able to respond adequately.
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When learners start to use verbal utterances to communicate in their second language, they will certainly make mistakes. In Taiwan learners use
‘Chinglish’, meaning they use Mandarin sentence patterns but say English words. They may say, “This is what?” or “You say what?” as they are simply
using the language structures of their mother tongue and attempting to using English words to make themselves understood. In the communicative
approach, learners should not be chastised or asked to repeat the sentence correctly but encouraged for getting their message across. The teacher may
answer them by saying “What is this? Oh, it's an elephant.” In this way, s/he uses the correct language structure while naturally answering the question
that the learner was asking.
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This type of teaching approach teaches a second language following the language acquisition steps of learning a mother tongue. The learners
should be given the opportunity to have authentic language exposure and in addition be involved in a variety of topics and discussions. The goal is to give
the learner a sound foundation of their newly acquired language. | 4
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