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Proximity

We are living in a time of social media, mass communication, and globalized cultures. We are connected into digital social networks
almost unimaginable ten years ago. Instant, continual information has kept us informed of global events and politics, but this also has the
power to sweep us away.

Narrative, or story, is how we naturally organize ourselves and our lives. In order to give life meaning, our actions, events, and experi-
ences must be organized in some way. Living a globalized experience, the stories that once guided us have lost their authority. Yet, our
natural tendency to make stories remains. Stories still have the power to grip us, and ironically the stories that best capture our attention are
the ones that make us feel fear, anger, or urgency.
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What these kind of stories lack, however, is proximity. They don't apply well to our immediate environments and relationships.
They can be distracting and have little relevance for our daily moments.

The guestion then is: Can we use the power of story to enrich our daily lives and bring more attention to the ‘smaller moments’ of
our daily experiences? In nurturing children, we should do our best to bring their experiences into a context of personal meaning. In
doing so, we can offer them a sense of excitement and meaning in their daily lives.

At the very least, it might help to make homework and chores more interesting!
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