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2020: A Year Like No Other

2020 has certainly been a year like no other in recent times. It began normally enough, but quickly became a year that will be
remembered as a year of change and uncertainty. Few could have anticipated the extended Lunar New Year leading into a short-
ened and limited summer break. | think we all breathed sighs of relief at being able to return to school in the fall, without having to
resort to online teaching or a hybrid of distance learning.

I'm sure | speak for many others when | say how thankful | am to be here living and waorking in Taiwan during this tumultuous
year. While many places around the world haven't returned to any semblance of “normal,” life on this beautiful island has more or
less gone on as it had prior to the crisis of COVID-19. And while there remains a good deal of uncertainty in the wider world,
Taiwan's unigue identity as a country denied full participation on the world stage may have been a saving grace during this longest
of years,

I'm happy to report that classes at Tunghai have progressed with focus and vigor and students have been up to the task. | feel
we have all been blessed to be able to learn in health and without fear of sickness defining all aspects of life. So, | want to take
this chance to say thank you to Taiwan, and to encourage all of us to be hopeful as 2021 bagins.
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