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Christmas and New Year’s Eve are behind us, but winter vacation and Chinese New Year draw closer by the day. It's the holiday
season in Taiwan! Everyone loves the holidays for a variety of reasons, but what do they mean to you?

For many students, perhaps a break from all things school-related is the best part of winter vacation. There’s finally more time to
sleep-in and play video games or sports, read and watch TV. It's a time for kids to simply be kids.

As a foreigner living in Taiwan, experiencing Chinese New Year first-hand is a fascinating experience. The lively, island-wide
festivities can feel quite exotic, while other aspects of the holiday, such as large family gatherings and feasts, are likely to feel quite
familiar. There’s a distinct warmth and hospitality amongst one another during the holidays that transcends all cultures.

Of course, the holiday season also represents an opportunity to travel for many. Annually, it's the peak time for travel throughout
eastern Asia, but this year our travelling options are again restricted due to the pandemic. For those who are passionate about trav-
elling overseas, this will surely result in feelings of frustration or restlessness.

From a more positive perspective, we are fortunate to be living in a place where Covid-19 and its variants have been well con-
tained. Unlike many other countries, we still have the freedom to host large gatherings with loved ones and travel safely throughout
the island. It's an excellent opportunity for everyone to learn more about this incredible country and enjoy its rich culture.

Happy holidays, everyone!
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